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U L Harvest

The Ministry of Manpower (MMP) is a
prominent beneficiary of the statistical
data furnished by the Census
anilaﬂon. Housing and Establishments.
In this regard, the Census Bulletin inter-
viewed H.E. Sayyid/Hamd bin Hilal al-
Busaidy, Undersecretary of Ministry of
Manpower for Labour Affairs on the utiliza-
tion of the 1993 census results:

~ "The 1883 Census provided for the first
time accurate and comprehensive data for
making the necessary projections with regard
to the size of the Omani papulation and the
labour force over a 20-year imeframe. It was
vilal for us o estimate the number of young
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As you arg aware, the census of establishments covers all
‘establishments whether economic, social or others. Once an
enumerator was visiting a women’s institution as part of his
duties and requested to see the Director. The receptionist, who
was a-woman, directed him to the Direclor’s office. Expecting
the Directar to be a woman, as should normally be the cas
a women's institution, the enumerator found to his surprise a
man behind the desk.. He then proceeded to ask: =

Enumeralor:| beq
she must have maﬂa-a-mistal;e_
Director: It's no mistake, I'm the Director:

Enumerator:Bul, sir, this is a women's institution and the

Directar for sure should be a lady.

Diractor: True, but the intamal r&F'uIatEdns do not stipulate that

the director should not be a man!

Enumerator.But, sir, this'is unusual. | don't understand why a

‘woman shouldn't be in charge?

Director: My friend, let me explain. Accardi
years of age.

Enumerator:So, what's wrang with that?

Director: Thére's_nuth_ihgy:rmn‘ . The only
a single woman in this fown who admits

|_.::J-'$

T___:\J;\'? 2 .

I 2l [ _ to the provisions
of the internal regulation, the Director should be at least 40

roblem is there isn't
at she is 40!

Omanis  joining  the
labour market annually,
and the annual growth
rate of this number,

Such an assess-
ment was key 1lo
designing the requisite
vocational and training
programmes  neces-
sary to  prepare |
Omanis for the labour
market,

Details about the
total size of the national and expatriate labour
force in the Sultanate obtained from the 1993
census data have also helped the MMP in
evalualing the progress of its Omanisation
policy with regard to the participation of
Cmanis in all facets of economic activity and
at all professional levels, particularly in the pri-
vate sector. MMP was able to set forth
Omanisation plans and programmes and start
the replacement strategy in the major eco-
nomic sectors within the scope of the five-year
development plans.

The 1993 Census resulls also pinpointed
the challenges faced by some Omanis in join-
ing the labour market. A number of factors
were _identified: increasin? numbers  of
Omanis entering the market for the first time;
inadequate experience and skills especially
on the part of secondary schools graduates;
and secondary educational levels being
incompatible with the markel's requirements.
Another factor was the
increasing tumout of
faemale job seekers
who had received
equal educational
opporiunities as their
male counterparts.

To overcome these
challenges, the MMP
took several decisions
and sel out various

Enul rour pardon, sirl In fact | asked the recep- |
fionist to see the Director, not the Senior Secu

obtained through it.
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Setting out to collect as much
information as you can about the
Census, studying its meaning,
concepts, objectives, why coun-
tries of the world conduct it, and
what is significant about the data

Disseminating what you have
learnt among your family mem-
bers, friends. work colleagues,
school mates, and s0 on.

Visiting our website inscribed at

employability of Omani youth. The govern-
ment decided to finance the cost of iraining
youngsters at private institutes in order io
qualify them for various types of skills, and
also defined a minimum wage structure for the
private sector.  Joint committees of govern-
ment and private sector reprasentatives are
also studyir;g proposals to improve their pay
structures. Further, in an effort to safeguard
their employment prospects, the Ministry has
introduced measures such as banning expa-
iriate employment in certain liglds and limited
employment in these areas to national labour
alone. It has also raised the fees relating to
the importation of expatriate labour,

Additionally, clear-cut Omanisation ratios
have been determined for some key econom-
ic sectors with a specific limetables for their
implementation having been agreed in con-
junction with the private sector.”

With regard to MMP's expectations from
the 2003 Census, H.E. said:

“The 2003 census resulis will allow us fo
assess the impact of MMP's programmes and
policies designed to boost Omanisation in var-
ious economic sectors in the private sector
over the last decade. We will be able lo eval-
uate the gains that the national labour has
made - gualitative and gquantitative. The
Census will also shed light on the extent of the
Eguate seclor's response to Omanisation.

ually importantly, the findings will help iden-
lify trends in the nature of jobs sought by
Cmanis, and the age and educaticonal qualifi-
cations of candidates. We fully recognise that
labour force surveys conducted by the
Ministry of Mational Economy are ideal tools
for assessing the key characteristics of the
labour market, unemployment levels, and so
on,

On another level, the 2003Census data
will be extremely useful in determining the
comprehensibility of the National Labour
Force register which was estabiished in
accordance with Royal Decree No. 88/2001 1o

poficies aimed &l | goreas a record of Omani ent
. reprenaurs
enhancing the | plrsuing traditional professions.
casein
Wemnn e [lann Famb=t 'E' flm I:l:h e i
canann [Pam Wans [Famdemnibames f i Mameie Sinesee _
fod erecen: | 10U Lall YOU LOMTIDUTE (0 e LENSTS ALES 2
By ... the bottom of page 4. Read and

leam about the census.Talking
to the census staff via mail, e-
mail or any means of communi-
cation if you need to know any-
thing about the project, or get
queries or concems resolved.
The doors of the Census
Administration are open to
everyone residing in this coun-
try, because in Census philoso-
phy, all are equal, no matter your
status as a citizen or expatriate,
or your background.

non lbrahim al-Abbaai, Khalita bin Sail al-Jahwarn
ammed Ali

weabsite: Www.omancensus,net
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In 1983 there were more than 250,000
Omanis living in regions that were not their
original places of domicile, in other words they
migrated from their native regions. This seg-
ment comprised more than 17% of the total
Omani population in the Sultanate. The phe-
nomanon indicates a high rate of inerregional
migration. However, this rate of migration is
not fimited to migration within the same wilay-
at. Migraticn for economic reasons began at
the dawn of the renalssance and has confin-
ued aver since.

The rate of migration varies from one area
to another, Muscat ranks high on this list with
31% of the people not eriginally from the gov-
emorate.  This 15 followed by Al-Dhahirah
Region {17.4%) and Dhofar (14.4%:). At the
bottom of the table is Musandam (7%, fol-
lowed by A'shargiyyah Region (9.5%) and Al-
Batinah Region (10.3%).

MNow what would the 2003 Census say?

Concepls
& Definitions

Here are further tips, dear reader,
on census concepts and defini-
tions to add to your directory:

Occupancy:

Occupied: I there are one or more indvidu-
als living in the house during the visit of the
enumeralor.

Closed: If the house was used for accom-
modation but was temporarily closed during
the census period due to the absence of the
occupant family.

Unoccupled: If the house was not occupied
at the census time despite its suitability, e.g.
being put up for sale or rent or any other rea-
0.

Public Living Quarter: Is a place assigned
as a residence for a group of individuals
who share the same conditions, special sil-
uations or ioint cbjectives, such as a hotel,
university campus, colleclive teachers'
accommodation, nurses, boarding houses,
labour camps ... etc.

-
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Readers can sometimes be confused by
the use of * ion_indi ' — unfa-

orr
I d t reader | i
such terms, and hence do not provide any
lexical i i i
n ion liekin
iation indicators axplain it -
entific meaning,
This edition spotlights the term;

Readers can sometimas be confused by
the use of ‘population indicators' — unfamiliar
terms thal may appear in an article or repor
on censuses. Often we take for granted thal
the reader is familiar with such terms, and
hence do not provide any lexical meaning or
explanation against such terms. In each edi-
tion of this bulletin, we will focus on one of the
commonly used population indicators, and
explain its scientific meaning,

This edition spotiights the term:
Infants Mortality Rate

A live-born birth refers to a child that was
born after a pregnancy that lasted a minimum
pariod of 28 weeks and demonstrated signs of
life after birth such as movement, crying
andior heartbeat even though it died scon
thereafter. Living birth is known as the birth
that resulted in a living child.

The Infant Martality Rate is defined as the
number of infanl deaths for every (1,000} living
births in a certain year. Therefore, if the Infant
Mortality Rate in a given country is 19 per one
thousand, this means that in thatl country 19
deaths out of 1,000 infants have occurred in a

iven year.Procedurally, the Infant Mortality

ate is calculated by dividing the number of
deaths of children less than one year of age
that occurred in a given year by the total num-
ber of living births of the same year, multiplied
by 1,000.

The Infant Mortality Rale varies from one
country to another. In advanced counlries, it
generally reads less than 10 per one thou-
sand, whereas in some underdeveloped coun-
tries it reaches 100 per one thousand, which
might in rare cases exceed that figure. In
Oman, this rate was estimated at 16 per one
thousand.

The Infant Mortality Bate remainad for a long
time as an indicator of the level of economic and
social development of a country because il
resembles a mirror which reflacts health stan-
dards. But today, and in view of the great
progress in hygiene and medical care even in
under der\raﬁopmiqmun!r'res. the importance of
using the Infant Mortality Rate as such an indi-
cator significantly dropped because most of the
world states including the poor countries, had
succeaded in curbing this rate 1o the minimum
levels. Consequently, another indicator has been
introduced — Mothers Mortality Rate. More on
this will be discussed in our coming editions.

A motto of subtle signifi
to interpret this under
lowing group of
ominated by

nits have rolled u

- Ahlam bint Hafidh al-Harthi (28 years)

- Ministry of Foraign Affairs-Middle East
Section Incharge »

- BSc. Economics & Paolitics

- Experience: 4 years

This participalion means a ol to me,
It is-a badge of honour | am proud of.
I facilitated an opportunity to the
woman o participate and be nominated for the job
ol a cansus supervisor,

- Ahmed bin Said al-Adawl {37 years)
-Minisiry of Regional Municipalitiss,
Enviranment & Walar Ressurcos

- Expant, Water Reosources Atfairs

- BSc. Water & Soil

- Experience; 13 Years

Im 1983 | participated in a statistical oper- I

glion dealt with a pilot enumeration in

Muscal Governorate. Being a youth and a student then,
it was an honourable opportunity thal enrched my cul-
tural gains. Now my parficipation in this great project ie
a national duty | am proud of because it adds experi-
ence in my work field.

- Khalef bin Saud a-Selsimani (33 Years)

- Ministry of National Economy- Experd,
National Accourts Dept,

- BSc. Education - Mathematics & Physics
- Expadence: 11 years

The General Census of Population, con-
firm that Housing & Establishment is &
grest statistical operation. My personal
obzervations as & suparvisor in the 1993 Census, con-
firm thal this operation will atiow for gaining of numer-
ous administrative, fechnical and laadership skills

- Salim bin Mohammad ak-Gharmar (39 years)
- Ministry of Agnculture and Fishenes
- BSc Agriculiure

- Senior Statistics Expert, DG's Office
- Planning & Investment Developroent
- Expenance: 12 years

| am really pleased to be nominated

once . again to paricipate in this
national project, having been involved in he 1293
Census in the capacily of Assistant Supervisor.
My efferts will |Iza!.r dividends in my prolessional
work, particufarly in the planning of agricultural
stalistical surveys.

= Salf bin Khakd al-Rawsahi {47 Eﬁmﬂ
- Ministry of Health
- BSe, Ars (Histony

- Personnel Affairs Directar, R
Hospilal
- Experience: 25 years

| 580 myrpanicipatiﬁn in this project as
an opporiunity to learm mare aboul the :
demographics and characteristics of the Omani
population, and hopefully develop beiter links wilh
citizens in the various wilayals and regions of this
beloved komelfand,
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Supreme Committee

Hailed Census progress

His Highness Sat;rﬂd Haitham bin Tarig

Al Said, Minister of Heritage and Culture, Chairman of the
Census National Supreme Commitiee (CNSC), presided over
the second meeting of the CNSC at the premises of the
Ministry of National Economy in Muscat last month. The
meeting, which was attended by Their Excellencies the
Ministers and members of the CNSC, hailed the preparatory
works undertaken by the Census Administration so far.

His Highness Sayyid Haitham expressed satisfaction with
the progress accomplished so far in the execution of the cen-
sus project according to the time frame laid out by the Census
Administration.

From his part. HE Ahmed bin Abdul Nabi Mekki, Minister
of National Economy, Census Supervisor General com-
mented that the sophisticated technology and advanced
methodology, made the
2003 Census a notewor-
thy project both regional
and international. He
cited three distinguished
areas: (i) its advanced
qanugraphy programme
(i} the exploitation of A
advanced  technology
(i) and adoption of a
new methodology such
as the use of hand-held
equipment.

the pulse of the com-
munity. People of all
ages and backgrounds
are _ welcome 1o

r ion
on the Census:
Hasan Mujtaba Kamoonpuri,

Reporter, Oman Observer:

| came to know through
the Oman Daily
Observer that a task
force of 5,000 will begin
the Census on 8
December and com-
plete the whole opera-
tion-on 17 Deacember. The Census
will generate a wealth of informa-
tion and generate a database cov-
ering all sectors of Oman's econg-
my, society, workforce, expatriate
commurities and the demographic
structure of the population. | wish
the Ministry of National’ Economy
all the best in this endeavour,

Shabnam Fatima, House Wife:
We are delighted to know

(through my favourite
newspaper, Oman
Daily Observer) that
Oman will launch the
Census 2003 in
December and that
700 cars will be
pressed into service and over
RO. 5 million will be spent an the
exercise. The last census con-
ducted in 1993 was quite impres-
sive, but this time the methodolo-
gy and technology employed are
much more superior, thereby con-
tributing to the generation of a
more significant and sophisticat-
ed database. | look forward to
meeting the census enumerators
and-the eventual outcome of the
praject. Wish you all success.

Shabana Khan, House Wife:

Oman's Census-2003 slarling
from 8 December will be different
this time because for the first time
hand held computers (PDAs). will
used in the Muscat Governorate,
Indeed, the new technology and
technigues being prepared for the
upcoming census would result in
the generation of a wealth of
data and statistics, which will
help in decision-making. Wish
you good luck.

Do You Know 2%

That ...

» 167 countries worldwide conduct-
ed or will conduct their censuses
between 2000- 2005, of which 27 are
Asian counfries.

v The countries which held their
censuses since the beginning of this
century (2000-2002) are 85, of which
19 are Asian, 25 are African and 41
are European nalions.

v Among the Asian countries which
conducted their censuses befween
2000 and 2002 are: Bahrain,
Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia,
Iran,Japan,Republic of Korea Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Sri Lanka.

v This year 2003 and the next two
years will witness censuses in 20
countries: 8 Asian,including the
Sultanate of Oman (2003), 11 African
and 1 European,




Sixth Edition\ June 2003

) is our
watchword

Dear Citizens and Expatriates,

As we bring you up to date on our
preparations for the General Census in
December, we would like to enlighten you
about an important cartographic opera-
tion that is currently underway in all areas
of the Sultanate. This procedure involves
our official Census
Cartographers call-
ing on you at your
homes, to make a

cards bearing the name of Ministry of
Mational Economy and the name and
logo of the Census Administration. This
tamper-proof ID card - pictured in this
page - will also list the name and desig-
nation of the cartography official.

We also wish to categorically affirm
that you have nothing to fear from the
census enumeration process. As we
have reiterated, time and again, in our
previous issues of this bulletin, the statis-
tical information that you are requested fo
furnish will in NO WAY have any adverse
effect on you, your family, your residency
status or your employment. Article 8 of
the Royal Decree No 29/2001, which

overns the implementation of the
eneral Census, enjoins the Census
Administration and its staff
to handle the census data
with utmaost confidentiality
with regard to the identity

g;isﬂgssm%ﬁl i::r? i;gg . = glpegﬁl%%lsﬁid pl!gﬂwliﬂg:
ple in a given local- J"'_',"#*H =t the census data has noih-
ity. Your coopera- —— = s | ing to do basically with
tion in enabling S s wbbe - dho e+ | YOUT immigration, residen-
them to perform g i s = ¢y or employment sta-
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this important task

is imperative to the o

success of the General
Census.

The cartography team

tus, As the Census
authorit% we are for-
bidden by law to part
with any information
about the identifies
of censused indi-

will seek details on a few ppsSER — | viduals.

basic facts: (1) the name Confidentiality has
ﬁf ig]?:z?i&gih of the hﬂu?e— been, and will
o is/her nationality, o i ' continue to be,
and (3) the number of fami- et Si our dictum. So

Iy members in that particular | == _——

household, e .

An important objective of the team is |
to count the number of individual family
units in each household. Thus, if you are |
sharing an apartmentflat or villa with
another family, whether they are friends
or relatives, the cartography team will
seek the above-mentioned details for
each family unit. Their brief visit will
greatly help the Census Administration
to smoothly undertake the detailed
census enumeration process in
December.

In order for the cartography
team to be able to carry out its
work efficiently, we earnest-
ly urge you to welcome
them and spare a few
minutes of your time.
You will be able to
identify them by
their official 1D

rest assured, your infor-
mation is SAFE with us, and WILL
NgT BE USED IN ANY WAY AGAINST
YOu.

In concluding, we wish to remind you
about the vital importance of the General
Census to national developmeni. The
updated census data will help in planning
future development in all facets of nation-
al life. Our planners will be able to take
decisions with regard to future budgetar?:
allocations towards new hospitals, healt
centres, schools, roads, power and water
utilities, telecom services, and so on.
Private establishments will find the cen-
sus data useful for decisions in planning
new investment and business develop-
ment, which in twm will contribute to
employment and economic growth. The
benefits will be drawn by the entire popu-
lation — Omani and expatriate.

Remember, for a successful cen-
sus, your cooperation counts!

We wish 1o extend our deep apprecia-
tion to all the individuals and institutions
that have responded with enthusiasm to

the information campaign which the
Census Administration is implementing in
various areas of the Sultanate. We also
reiterate our appeal to all sections of soci-
ety to attend and garﬁcipata actively in
thesae Information Symposia. Everyone
residing on this land - citizen or expatri-
ate — is enjoined to play his part in this
country’s progress and development
march, and the General Census is one of
the channels that leads us to that goal.

The Education College of lbri deserves
our particular praise for its initiative in
forming an internal committee tasked with
implementing an awareness programme
on the campus and in the neighbouring
community, and focusing on the census
concepts, definition and objectives. The
Caollege's initiative encourages students
to incorporate the census question in their
activities. We take the opportunity to call
upon all the educational institutions to
take a cue from the Ibri College and con;

tribute to the success of this gr@at natrﬂn~
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- Census Says.....onn
- Census Concepts & Definitions
- Population Indicators......
- How Many Hands Build Oman.. *
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- Census Harvest

- Census Jokes

- How Can You Contribute
io the Census Success?
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