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The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MCI) is one of the foremost
beneficiaries of the 1993 census data,
having used this information fo suc-
cessfully chart its developmental
plans. To help shed light on this
issue, the Census Bulletin interviewed
H.E. Eng/Ali bin Masoud al-Sinaidi,
MCI Undersecretary for Commerce &
Industry, who said:

"The 1993-Census yielded useful data
that helped us create a general profile of

industrial  estab-
lishments in the
Sultanate. This
profile was used to
carry out the
Indusirial Census,
which is conduct-
ed annually by
MCI to ascertain
the number, quali-
ty, location and
eographic distri-
ution of these
establishmenis,
Furthermore, the
census data facilitated our efforts to draft
suitable plans and strategies for industri-
al development, based on the market
potential, cFopuration density of the
regions and the wilayats, the distribution
of infrastructure, and the consumption
and public expenditure ratios. MCI uti-
lizes these crteria to design its future
industrial development plans.”

With re%ard to MCI's expeclations
from the 2003-Census, H.E. said:

"We hope that the data obtained from
the 2003-census will be greatly useful in
upgrading the quality and efficacy of our
developmental planning. In particular,

Eng/Ali bin

The Census Bulletin probes in

this space the pulse of the com-
munity. People of all a n
backgrounds are welcome to

express their opinions on the
Census:

Dr. Christopher Dias, Paediatncian,
Al Rimah Medical Centra

| first became aware of the 2003
Census, when | happenaed fo leaf
through a copy of the Census
| Bulletin that | had come across.

Apan from generating varied
types of demographic data, | believe a census
can help the authorities not only to analyse major
areas of progress, such as Industry and Heallh,
but to focus on smaller unexplored areas of pos-
sible. human resource potential that would be
warth the investment of time and effort. By and
large, a census, among other things, gives you
the pulse of ihe couniry’s progress in a snap-
shot,
A sincera affort by eitizens and expatriates in
roviding accurate information, will not only Facil-
tate this Ergcass. but it may also be 'an eye
openar to factors such as disease trands related

o age, lifestyle and occupation. It Is therefore
imperative that everyane — citizen and expatriate
— is accounted for in the 2003 Census, thereby
helping creale an accurate picture of the ‘State
of the Nation', on the basis of which our planners
can get aboul preparing a readmap for Oman’s
fulure development.

Aruna Shaji, Freslance
Journalist

| read aboul the census In a
racant copy of the Census bulletin
and was impressed by the idea
that the Sultanate of Oman, which
has witnessed great progress, is
_ undaertaking this national popula-
tion-and establishment count later this year,

Conducting the census makes sense because
it generates invaluable facts and information
raquired for. the progress of a nation in every
aspect. Expatriates too nead to only answer the
census questionnaire freely, for thare is nathing
to be apprehensive about. The census helps o
provide a complete picture of a nation in'terms of
the number of peopla living in a paricular area
as compared o 1he whole nation, details regard-
ing the age group of members in a family, the
type of housing, health and employment. The
data supplied enables the governmeant o make
plans in advance for the banefit of tha health and
weifare of the nation.

the 2003 Census data will help us update
the Commercial Register and besides, it
will provide an insight into the current
status of each establishment and link
them in a map form to the Geographic
Information System (GIS). We will also
work out an arrangement with the
Census Administration regarding a mech-
anism for fransferring part of the census
data to the IT Department at MCI to help
reviewing and updating the activities. As
such, the 2003 census will be a valuable
reference source to determine the
perfomance of these activities and have
access to their location.

 We are happy to learn that the census
is based on a well-accepted international
classification system for commercial
establishments (known as International
Standard  Industrial  Classifications
"ISIC"). This is significant because it
incorporates concepts and definitions
that are also used by different govern-
ment bodies in the compilation of various
registers and databases. In fact, the MCI
is considering replacing the establish-
ments' codes used in the Commercial
Register with ISIC codes, in addition to
other codes that will highlight commercial
activities focusing on Omani craft and
culture, or those that are investment or
labour intensive.

The census questionnaire seeks 1o
elicit important information about the
primary and secondary activities of an
establishment, the nature of its work,
legal status, number of Omani and expa-
triate workers, and so on. This generates
vital information on small enterprises that
may not be covered by the annual
Industrial Census. Thus the Census
rvides important data on small estab-
ishments that cannot be obfained
through periodical surveys.

In view of the significance of the
Census, we call upon private establish-
ments to respond and contribute to this
effort by giving data and information
that will help in drafting effective plans
for upgrading and dewveloping this vital
sector.”

ii, Conrad Brabhu, Khalifa alslahwari
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According to the 1993 Census, Omanis
who were Unable to work constituted 5.6 per
cent of the total population at the empleyment
age (15 years and over). This ratio repre-
sented those meeting the definition of "unable
to work",which is: a person (male of female)
who cannot perform any type of work due to
one's age or disability or other factors.

The ratio of those unable to work varied
from one region to another. The lowest figure
was recorded in Dhofar Governorate {3.6%),
followed by Muscal Govemorate (4%), where-
as the h hest was recorded in r-Wuma
Region 2%} followed by Al Sharguiyah
Hagam{ 9%,

it is worth nutinghthat the ratio of those
unable 1o work was higher for males than for
females, except in Dhofar and Muscat, where

Comcepls
& Defmitioms

Unemployed

Many people assume that an unemployed
person is a person who has no job. This
assumption contradicts the scientific definition
of an unemployed person. However, econo-
mists and statisticians unanimously agreed
on the definition recommend-
ed by the International
Labour Organization (ILO)
which defines an unem-
ployed as:

"A person capable of per- &
forming work, desirng in it
and who is looking for it in §
vain although he/she can
accept it when offered at the
prevailing wage rate”.

In view of the above, a person who is not

the canverse applies. unemployed person can not be described as

holding no job except he/she meets the

So, what will the 2003-Census reveal in folowing four itions:

this regard?

h terms. In each edition of this b !

wwm its scientific !T‘Eﬂ”'“ﬂ
it th

Employment and Unemployment Ratios

As we explainad in the 4th edition of the Census Bulletin, the Work Force is formed of
the individuals available in the work market, i.e. they comprise all persons involved with
work whether they are actually working (employed) or seeking work (unemployed).

The percentage of employed compared to the total work force is called the employment
ratio. Likewise the percentage unemployed compared to the total work force is called the
unemployment ratio.

Thus:

The employment ratio = number of employe n x 100
number of work force

and, the unemployment ratic = r of unemplo ons % 100

number of work force :
Consequently, the employment ratio + unemployment ratio = 100%. However, f the per-
centage of employment in a country is 93%, then the unemployment percentage will be 7%.

Unemployment varies from one country to another and within the same country; and
even from one time to time. It may vary from one month to another as a result
of complex factors. It is sensitive fo economic and social changes or others. But
increasing or decreasing ratios have no relation to a country's advancement. In fact,
some advanced countries have unemployment ratio far greater than that of a less devel-
oped countries.

It is worthy to remember that the unemployed ratio will never reach zero even in
conutries that claim to have achieved total employment. That is because the work rotation
technically keeps an unemployment ratic about 3%-4% of the total work force.

19 : Actually is not working. A person who
has a job but at the same time is looking
for another (overtime or substitute) is not
an unemployed person.

2m: Should be capable of performing the
work hefshe is seeking. Should be men
tally, physically and professionally qual
ified for it. An illiterate person looking for
a clerical job is not ciassified an unem
ployed person, or & parson wishing to ba
a taxd driver and suffers from vision troubles.

3% Should be interested in work, but the
interest will not limited to wishing anly,
hefshe should interpret that

= interest into actions.

=2 4" Should be at the fime
@ of considerafion seriously

. looking for a job. Work dose
not look for an unemployed,
whereas the opposite is
| true. So, a person sitting in
hisher house will not be
considerad unemployed
even if he/she is ready lo accept a job if
offered o himdher.

Therefore, above conditions should all
come together in one person fo define
him/her as unemplayed.
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« The field works for the pre-
census frial was concluded last
manih in Muscat Governorate for the
test of the electronic data collection
using the hand-held device (PDAs).
The completely paperless process
was a success with the aid of the
selected households.

* The cartography works progar-
mme also concluded last month,
aimed at preparing comprehensive
tabulations of population localities
and other designations, as well as
marking their locations in the maps.

*  Selection of  Assistant
Supervisors and Crew Leaders is in
process. The nominees are candi-
dates from various government units

and free lancers who responded to
a public announcement in the local
newspaper.

= Later this month, a request for
census enumerators will be
announced through local news-
papers, stipulating that candidates
shall be secondary schools gradu-
ates with excellent command of
English Language.

Census Keeps
High Profile

in Khamis Plaza
Efficacy

The Census Administration
co-hosted with Al Khamis
Plaza a public reception in
honour of the top achievers in
the recent Secondary School & |
Certificate exams. The event,

Amal al Ghabshi with the

held in mid-July, was organised in
conjunction with the shopping
centre’s annual marketing festival.
The highlight was a quiz contest
focusing on the 1993 census results
and the upcoming December census.
Prizes were presented by Al Khamis
Plaza. Besides, pamphlets, publica-
tions and census stickers were
distributed during the event.
Al Khamis Plaza has been displaying
the census logo on all its printed
matters of its summer festival.

male top achievers
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That ... And Do You Know that in;
The top ten countries size wise are: g
y Pakistan:
1. Russia 17.075,200 km2
2. Canada 9,976,140 km2 :
3, United States 9,629,091 km2 Male population 76,362,250
4. China 9,596,960 km2 Female population 72.358.880
5, Brazil 8,511,965 km2 Population Growth rate 2.66%
6. Australia 7,686,850 km2 Sex Bation at birth (males: 100 famales) 105
7. India 3,287,500 km2 Life Expectancy at birth:
8. Argenting 2,766,890 km2 Males, 589 years
9. Kazakhstan 2,717.300 km2 Females, 58.8 years
10.Sudan 2,505,810 km2 Mean age al marriage:
: : ; Males 26 yea
And the top ten countries population wise are: Females 29 3;::
1. China 1,284 303,705
2. India 1,045,845 226 .
3. United States 280,562,489 Bangladesh:
g' :;dur_}esm 23;-3231052 Male population 73.854.260
o 176,029,560 Female population 69.510.150
6. Pakistan 148,721,130 )
2 Russia 144 978 573 Population Growth rate 2.12%
8. Bangladesh 1 43I,354, 450 S_ex Ration at birth [males‘.ma famales) 105
9. Nigeria 120,934,911 Life Expectancy at birth:
10. Japan 126,974,628 Males, 58.2 years
Females, 58.1 years
Source: (www.worldallas.com) Search: {Geography |10 Mean age at marriage:
World Atlas Ranking) Males 25 years
Females 18 Years

The Sultanate of Oman is ranked 84 area-wise (309,500 km) out of
214 states and in position 137 population-wise (2,537,742).
(based on - 2003 estimation)

Source: (www.unfpa.orgmodulesfaidsclockiindex. hitm) MTmAtion sagve

Based on 2002 estimations
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Why Take a
Census?

comprehensive and accu-

) raie census is vital for a vari-
ﬁ“\ ety of reasons, not least
: because it helps the gov-
emmment, public bodies,

corporations and private businesses
institutions plan for the future.

The following reasons explain why
it is imperative that everyone — citizen
and expatriate — is counted in the
2003 Census later this year:

To plan for the future — Only a
census can provide a detailed profile
of the most important characteristics
of the population in both urban areas
and villages. (Governments use
these profiles to plan facilities and
services, such as roads, schools,
public transportation, playgrounds,
employment, fire and rescue units,
hospitals, clinics and housing areas
among other services.

So government funds can be
distributed equitably — Knowing
how the population is distributed
across the country allows the govemn-
ment to ensure every region, gover-
norate, Wilayat receives its fair share
of money. These funds are used fora
wide variety of public purposes.

So private enterprise can pros-
per — Businesses also need census
figures to be successful. They use
them, for instance to determine
where to market new prod-
ucts, locate new stores, and
build factories. As busi-
nesses benefit, so too
do workers and con-
sumers. Census
data helps keep a
free-market

economy running smoothly.

To evaluate the success of
goernment programmes — A courn-
try uses population samples to
assess how well a particular develop-
ment programme or project is work-
ing. Without a census a reliable sam-
ple can't be drawn.

On a wider level, a census can
have some less tangible benefits,
foo. It;

* is unifying, providing the entire
population with a shared exper
ence.

* makes people feel that they mat-
ter (people like to be counted!).

s reminds residents they have a
stake in society

In short, accurate information
about its people and economy is key
to a country's ability to prosper. The
primary use of the census is to let the
government and community learn
about itself. It provides hard informa-
tion about numbers of people, includ-
ing ages, and housing. These num-
bers are crucial for a city, town,
village or settlement to allocate fund-
ing for services that are provided.

Rest assured, the census is a con-
fidential process. Your answers
are kept secret — by law. All of the
information collected by the
census is strictly confidential. In
fact, it is illegal for the Census
Authority to disclose personal infor-
mation obtained during the census.

So, let us remember; The census is
in everyone's individual and collective
interests.
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What is your role in the 2003
Census? What is the least that you can
do to ensure its success?

Dear reader, your participation is
central to the success of the census.
Indeed, you are the very object of this
vital national operation. The census is
aimed at collecting and collating data
necessary for our ongoing and future
developmental planning. Itis not a goal
in itself but a process that ultimataly
guides our planners and decision-mak-
ers in charting strategies for achieving
prosperity in the community and the
country in general. So, what is your
role in helping achieve this prosperity?
It is simply to provide accurate data
about your household and its individual

members. Yes, your contribution to the
success of the census is total when you
furnish correct information to the enu-
merators when they call on you during
the census enumeration in December.

- Census News......c.eeee
- Do You Know?.........oieein

- Census Says... e
- Census Concepts & Definitions
- Population Indicators......
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