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Sultan Qaboos University (SQU),
hailed as a monument to academic
excellence, is credited with making
extensive use of the 1993 Census
data in the drafting of its plans for
growth. The Census Bulletin inter-
viewed H.E. Dr. Saud bin Nasser al-
Riyami, President of SQU, about
the importance of the census to its
goal of contributing to Oman’s all-

round development through higher
education and research:

“There is no doubting the enor-
mous benefit that SQU has gained
from the 1993 Census. From this
data, SQU was able to obtain valu-
able insights into the higher educa-
tion requirements of the Omani popu-
lation and take steps to meet those
needs. Importantly, we were able to
correlate these projected require-
ments with the government's vision

Th i ohes in

this space the pulse of the com-
munity. People of all ages and
backgrounds are welcome t

express their opinions on the
Census:

Keith Marsh,
British, Technical Director
Al Kamil Power Company (Sa0C)

| recently received an SMS
message about the forth-

-k coming 2003 Census and |
have read a number of bulleting about it.

| firmly believe that it is the dul?r of all
Omani citizens and expatriates fo par-
ticipate in the Census. It is essential
that the Government of Oman has
accurate information about the social
trends and population growth in the
country in order to maintain the high
standards of community planning and
care enjoyed by everyone today.

The information is invaluable to the

|ﬁ| {
e

Govermnment and the business commu-
nity in structuring the needs of the
country to ensure that the present
industrial and business expansion is
maintained to suit the needs.

Mohammed Al Khalifa,
Sudanese, Private Sector

Mo doubt, the beneficiaries

of this important undertak-

ing will be public and private

sector organizations of all
types. In particular, the Census will
greatlﬁr influence the ability of private
establishments in planning for business
development and growth. Armed with
the latest data on population growth
and s;t)oendln trends, businesses will be
able make informed decisions on
issues such as business Igm_mh new
target markets, additiona glstrlﬁutiﬂn
services, and so on.Thus, | will be ready
to furnish precise information to the
enumerator in the knowledge that only
complete and accurate data will ensure
the success of the 2003 Census.

Supervisor Designated: Khalfan bin Hamad al-Waieli

Editors: Suleiman bin Ali al-Hus

for Oman's comprehensive develop-
ment, thereby ensuring that SQU's
objectives were in tune with the coun-
try's aspirations for modernization

and progress. The result was a
smooth dovetailing of these separate
visions towards achieving the com-
mon objective of national prosperity.

In one significant benefit of the
1993 Census, SQU took a decision to
boost its intake rate of students when
census data revealed an escalating
rate of students graduating from sec-
ondary schools. SQU also began
planning well ahead for future gener-
ations entering university after com-
pleting their undergraduate studies.
Simultaneously, it began revising and
upgrading its academic programmes,
while introducing new syllabuses and
curriculum to meet the needs of the
future labour market.

With regard to SQU’s expectations
from the 2003-Census, H.E. said:

“The 2003 census will primarily
throw light on the present composi-
tion of the Omani population and
gauge the changes that have
occurred in society over the last
decade. This will enable us to make a
comparative study of the results of
the two censuses. We hope that the
2003 Census will serve the primary
goal of facilitating planning for our
future in all areas. We wish the
Census Administration every success
in this national mission. We also take
this opportunity to express our sin-
cere felicitations and loyalty to His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.”

seini, Shamoun lbrahim al-Abbadi, Conrad Prabhu, Khalifa al-Jahwari

Design, Layout & Computer Graphics: Ali Abdullah Mohammed Ali

09 — e-mail; info@ omancensus.net

website: www._omancensus.net
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The level of Omani female partic-
ipation in economic activity is closely
linked to her educational standard
more than her marital status as
believed in many countries.

The 1993 census results has
revealed that only 6.7% of the total
females at the employment age (15
years and over) participate in the eco-
nomic activity, i.e. employed or seek-
ing employment. Howewver, this ratio

acutely varies in accordance with the
educational status of the female. In
elucidation of this, it was noticed that
the illiterate female participation in
the economic activity did not exceed
2% of the total female population at
the employment age. This rate slight-
ly increased among the female hold-
ers of primary and preparatory edu-
cation. Nonetheless, this ratio jumped
notably to 35% in case of the second-
ary education female graduates and
further to 95% for the intermediate
and technical colleges graduates.
This later ratio outdoes its counter
part of university graduates (87%)
and MSc degree holders (91%).
These figures in fact elucidate the
labour market requirement for higher
education graduates in general and
intermediate and technical colleges in
particular.

So, what will the 2003-Census
reveal in this regard?

T R a0 — ———

Fopulation Indicators ZY gy

Reader n i -
fused by the u: ‘population indi-
cators' — unfamiliar terms that may
appear in_an article or report on
censuses. Often we take for grant-
ed that the reader is familiar with
nd hen not_pro-
vide any lexical meaning or expla-
nation inst t h
edition of this bulletin, we will focus
ol h mmonl -
ulation indicators, and explain its
scientific meaning.
This edition spotlights the term:

Crude Birth Rate

The crude birth rate is defined as the
number of children borne for each 1000
population per year. If the crude birth rate
in a given country is (36), this means that
every 1000 population of that country

deliver each year (36) children.

The crude birth rate notably varies
from one continent to another and from
one country in the same continent to
another. The crude birth rate levels is
governed by a number of economic,
social and demographic standards such
as the sex ratio at birth (number of
males against each 100 females), the
population age composition (population
youngster age) particularly the females,
marital rates, educational levels and the
similar factors.

The crude birth rate ranges in the
African countries between 40 and 50 per

1000 population per annum, and it might |

reach higher than that in few countries.
On the other hand, it falls in European
countries to (10) per 1000 population or
further less than that. However, the
crude birth rate in the Sultanate was
estimated in the 1993 census to be (26)
per each 1000 population.

Q Comcepts
@ Dellnitions

We proceed in this edition with
what we started last time by

casting i n certain census
. Thi ition will high-
light the concepts: The

Employed. The Retired and
The Recipient.

The Employed: The employed is an
individual (male or female) ten years
old (or over), who practiced work of
economic value, at a rate not less
than two hours per day during the
week preceding the night of the refer-
ence time, inside or outside the
house, whether that work was for the
individual or in a project owned by a
member of the family, or for others.
The individual is also considered as
employed, even if he/she did not
engage in productive work during that
week of reference time, if he/she sat-
isfied the following conditions:

a. Already works for others, but
he/she did not practice this work
because of a holiday, ailment or diffi-
cult circumnstances.

b. Originally self-employed (i.e. work-
ing for him/herself or an employer),
but did not practice the work due to
difficult circumstances or because of
the nature of the work itself. For
example, the farmer who has pre-
pared his land, sown it, and is waiting
for harvest shall be considered as
employed, provided that he/she is not
locking for work during that period.
This is also applicable to the family
members who permanently work with
him. However, the housewife Iis
excluded, because she should not be
considered as an employed person
unless she was engaged actually in
work during the reference week.

Retired: An individual capable
of performing work, but he/she is nei-
ther working nor looking for work and
is receiving a fixed income from a
previous work.

Income Recipient: An individual
capable of performing work and who
is not classified within the above cat-
egories and who is living on rent, rev-
enues from invested money, dona-
tions from other, or is supported by
his'her relatives.
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The Census Administration
axpresses its sincere gratitude to
¢ the following organizations for their
financial and material contribu-
tions, ameong other generous ges-
tures, in support of the Census
Awareness Campaign. This sup-
pert was extended in the lfollow-

- ing ways:
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Oman

4. bugs (2,000 Nas).
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: @)} Housing Bank ]
E’- il - Spansofing cosl of prinfing
W "Glance inlo Census® booklel. 50,000 8
¢ copies costingR0.5.000. i
o - Supplying give outs bearing the census
. iogo:
= 1. Sunshade for vehicles' front glass
" shietd (2,000 Hos)., 1
= 2 Key holders {2,000 Nos.), i
E 3. Peng (4,000 Nos). 9
i

e W R

3 ' Oman

: j Telecommunications Company

L ~_i|_._.; Sponsering the following items costing more than R.0. 40,000.
¢ Omanic! . pisplay of the census logo on prepaid tele phone Smart Card.

- Free SMS broadcasts. i

- Free provision of several telephone hotlines. :

- Free installation of 200 fixed telephone lines.

- Provision of some equipment for the execution of the Census
External Network.

- Exemption of charges against calls and rentals involving use

34 of 200 telephone lines for 8 months.

- Exemption of international call-barringcharges.
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That ...

P The most populated country in the
world is China with a tally of
1,284,303,705 people at last count,
while the least populated country is
Vatican State with just 900 persons?

P The area of the world's largest
country, Russia, is approximately 17
million sg. km, while that of the small-
est country — also Vatican State — is
44 sg. km?

The gross surface area of the globe
is 510,072,000 =sq. km, of which
148,940,000 sq km is land and
361,132,000 sq km is covered by
water?

And Do You Know that:

4 The global average life expectancy
at birth is 69 years for males and 72
years for females?

4 Andorra records the highest life
expectance at birth — 81 years for
males and 87 years for females, while
Botswana has the lowest rates — 35
years for both males and females?
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China Brazil

Male population 655.003.575 BB.200.630
Female population 629.300.130 88.505.480
Population Growth rate 0.90% 1.33%
Sex Ratio at birth (males: 100 females) 115 105
Life Expectancy at birth:

Males B8 years 64 years

Females 72 years 71 years
Mean age at marriage:

Males 24 vyears 26 years

Females 22 Years 23 Years

Based on 2001 estimations
Source: (www.unfpa.org/profile/"country".htm)
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Accurate data
indispensable to
business planning

me Secretary of the Businessmen's

Council has urged the business com-
munity and the private sector in gen-
eral, to whole-heartedly participate
in the 2003 Census. In an interview
with Census Bulletin, Khalil bin
Abdullah al Khonji, Secretary to the
Businessmen’s Council, highlighted
the importance of the census to
business growth and to national
development in general.

“We all know the consequences
of depending on inaccurate, unreli-
able statistics. Firstly, nothing can
be effectively planned. Secondly,
and perhaps even worse, impre-
cise data can distort the reality
and lead to confusion and
uncertainty in the market,” he
commented.

Stressing the value of precise sta-
tistical data in business planning, he
said: “The census is essential
because it yields vital data that is
indispensable to the planning needs
of a businessman or commercial
organization. It provides valuable
information on the demographic
make-up of the population, which in
tums helps one identify its potential
customers. For any organization —
industrial, tourist, retail or service
based - it is important to know
details, such as the age distr-
bution, gender, educational
and professional back-
grounds, among other
population character-
istics, to plan an
effective strategy
for business
growth.”

Ninth Edition! September 2003

Al Khonii
cited the
importance of
accurate data
for the growth
of the tourism
industry.
“Good statis-
tics help pro-
vide an accu-
rate picture of

Khalil al Khonji the number
and colre-
sponding

standards of tourism establishments
in the country. By comparing this
information with projections on
tourist traffic, the authorities will be
able to plan for the future expansion
of this sector, in terms of adding
new hotels, restaurants and other
facilities, as well as determining the
service standards expected of these
facilities.”

More importantly, the cause of
Omanisation and manpower train-
ing will be significantly strengthened
when data from the 2003 Census
becomes available, says Al Khoniji.
“The upcoming census will generate
reliable information on the present
numbers of employed and unem-
ployed individuals, the compaosition
of the labour market in terms of the
types of jobs being done today, and
so on. This data will help the
authorities ensure that the country's
schooling, higher education and
vocational training requirements are
in sync with the labour markeis
needs.”

In concluding, he said: “l urge
every member of the business
community to ensure the suc-
cess of the 2003 Census by fur-
nishing accurate and up-to-date
information to the census enu-
merators.
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Furnlshlng appropriate and accurate
information during the enumeration
process is fundamental to the success
of the Census.To enhance this trend, it
will be very useful for citizens and expa-
triates to have an idea about the nature
of questions that will be asked, and the
precise answers that are expected from
them.

Towards this end, the Census
Administration will be publishing a
monthly Census Supplement for distri-
bution on the 15th of each month start-
ing this September 2003. The sole aim
of this supplement is to prepare the
respondents for the actual enumera-
tion, thereby ensuring that they furnish
their responses to the enumerator's
gueries promptly and correctly.

We urge all residents of this country

— citizens and expatriates — to review
the contents of the supplement, and
give due consideration to the issues
contained therein. This will allow you to
clear any ambiguities in advance, and
be prepared with all the precise infor-
mation that is required to be furnished

‘during the enumeration process.

‘Let usall join hands in busldlng_

;.Drnan Iogathar
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